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For the convenience of those who wish to become more familiar with the
equivalents in the metric system of quantities in common use in prescriptions
in the old system, the accompanying table is appended. This table has been pre-
pared by Messrs. T. Metcalf & Co., and copies of it will be freely furnished
by them.
.
Thomas Doliber.
COMPARATIVE MORTALITY-RATES FOR THE WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 30, 1876.
New York
Philadelphia
Brooklyn .Chicago .
Boston . .
Providence
Worcester
.
Lowell
. .
Cambridge
Fall River
Lawrence .
Lynn
Springfield
Salem . .
Estimated Population
July 1,1876.
1,061,244
825,594
506,233
420,000
352,758
101,500
51,087
51,639
49,670
50,372
36,240
33,548
32,000
26,344
Total Mortality
for the Week.
Annual Death-Rate
per 1000 for the Week
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8
9
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20.03
19.52
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21.52
12 29
17.30
20.14
13.61
14.45
24.39
20.15
13.00
17.76
Death-Rate for tta»
Year 1875.
Normal Death-Bate, 17 per 1000.
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Obituary.
—
At an adjourned meeting of the Middlesex East District Medical Society,
held at Winchester December 28, 1876, the following resolutions were offered : —
Resolved, Having by the death of Dr. Alonzo Chapín, of Winchester, lost our oldest
member, and one whom we all honor and sadly miss, we wish to express our deep sense of
his kindliness of heart, his manly uprightness and energy, and his honorable and faithful
discharge of his professional duties, both to his patients and to his medical brethren.
He will long be regretted in his church and in his town, but nowhere, outside of his own
family, will he be so missed as by us his fellows and friends of the Middlesex East District
Medical Society. We most sincerely assure his family of our sympathy. In view of their
sacred sorrow it becomes us to use few and simple words, but these come from our hearts.
May the God whom he trusted and served support them.
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the family of the deceased, the Bos-
ton Medical and Sumical Journal, and the Woburn Journal.
J. Richmond Barss, Secretary.
THE METRICAL SYSTEM IN PRESCRIPTIONS.
Messrs. Editors,
—
The readable paper by Dr. Blodgett, which appeared in the last issue
of the Journal, tempts me to call the attention of physicians to a little book to be had of
B. Wcstennann & Co., of whom I bought a copy a year ago (price sixty cents, gold).
Without attempting to review it, I hereby give the title,1 which shows pretty well what
the character of the book is.
The formulas are written according to the decimal system, which has been recently adopted
throughout the German Empire, and they are of great assistance to the prescriber who wishes
to write his prescriptions in accordance with this system.
Incidentally, it should be stated that new remedies, as chloratum hydratum, eucalyptus
globulus, etc., are mentioned.
If this little hand-book should be translated, it would seem as if, at the present time, it
wonld have a ready sale. Respectfully, David Coggin.
Salem, December 26, 1876.
The next regular meeting of the Boston Society for Medical Observation will be held on
Monday evening next, at eight o'clock, at its rooms No. 36 Temple Place. Dr. Förster will
report a case of dysentery.
Books and Pamphlets Received.—Illustrations of Clinical Surgerj', consisting of
Plates, Photographs, Wood-Cuts, Diagrams, etc., with Descriptive Letterpress. Fasciculus
V. By Jonathan Hutcbinson, F. R. C. S. Philadelphia : Lindsay and Blakiston. 1876.(From'A. Williams & Co.)
Twenty-First Annual Report of the Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital at Northamp-
ton. October, 1876. Pp. 95. Boston. 1877.
Biennial Report of the Officers of the Vermont Asylum for the Insane for the Two Years
ending August 1, 1876.
Transactions of the Thirty-First Annual Meeting of the Ohio State Medical Society, held
at Put-In-Bay, June, 1876. Cincinnati. 1876. Pp.221.
The Urine in Disease. Rules for Analysis, Pathological Conditions and their Signifi-
cance. By F. M. Blodgett, M. D. Harv. A Chart for Physicians' and Students' Use.
Boston : James Campbell.
A Note of Warning. Lessons to be learned from the Cholera Facts of the Past Year and
from recent Cholera Literature. By Ely McClellan, M. D., Surgeon United States Army.
Louisville, Ky. Pp.45. 1876.
1 Klinische Pharmacopcee. Die gebräuchlichen Arzneimittel der deutschen Medicin, ihre
Wirkung und Anwendung, nebst 400 beliebten Receptformeln für innere und äussere Krank-
heiten. Von Dr. Fred. Wilhelm Müller. Stuttgart. 1875. Pp. 128.
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